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I nt roduct ion 

The paper is organised into three sect ions. Sect ion A tests only reading and is 

based upon an unseen passage. The passage studied in Sect ion A in June 2018 was 

adapted from  Miracle in them :  72 Days on the Mountain and My Long Trek Hom e by 

Nando Parrado and Vince Rause, and told the t rue story of the survivors of an 

aeroplane crash high in the Andes Mountains. Sect ion B tests both reading and 

writ ing by asking candidates to respond to one of the non- fict ion passages from  the 

Anthology, in this case, Clim ate Change:  The Facts from  The Guardian newspaper. 

Sect ion C is a single writ ing task that  is not  connected to either of the reading 

act ivit ies already undertaken on the paper. The paper was well received with m ost  

candidates finding it  very accessible.  

Sect ion A:  Reading 

 

Quest ions 1-4 

 

The passage chosen proved to be accessible to alm ost  all candidates, with very few 

experiencing any difficult ies in reading com prehension.  Quest ion 1 is intended to 

be a gent le way into the paper and tests the skills of select ion and ret r ieval, asking 

candidates to ident ify the colour of the daylight  in the opening lines of the passage. 

This is a single m ark quest ion and alm ost  all candidates were able to determ ine 

that  it  was grey with som e adding addit ional wording, ‘a thin grey sm ear’. Quest ion 

2 asked candidates to select  three words or phrases that  the writer used to show 

the difficult ies that  Nando had in speaking. The m ark schem e ident ifies six possible 

responses and m any candidates gained full m arks;  those who did not  gain full 

m arks often did not  choose words or phrases from  the selected lines or did not  

direct ly answer the quest ion. Quest ion 3 asked candidates to explain what  we learn 

about  Roberto Canessa. As a four-m ark quest ion there were m any possible 

responses to this quest ion. Many achieved full or nearly full m arks and were able to 

explain how caring Canessa was and how persistent  he was in his insistence on 

Nando waking up and pulling through. Where candidates did not  score full m arks 

som e failed to give sufficient  detail for full m arks and others listed features, 

som et im es about  his appearance, without  offer ing any explanat ion. I t  is possible to 

score full m arks on this quest ion without  finding four dist inct  points, as the qualit y 

of explanat ion is a key part  of the response. Cent res should know that  the m ark 

schem e explicit ly inst ructs m arkers to reward the quality of explanat ion rather than 

sim ply count ing the num ber of features that  have been ident ified and they should 

bear this in m ind when preparing candidates for this type of quest ion. Quest ion 4 

was the higher m ark tar iff quest ion in Sect ion A with its greater focus on the 

writer ’s technique. This asked candidates about  how the writer t r ies to create 

interest  in the passage and provided bullet  points for addit ional support  and 

st ructure. At  the standardising m eet ing all m arkers were m ade aware of a range of 

possible interpretat ions and that  they should credit  any that  were clear ly founded in 

the text . I n the published m ark schem e exam iners are told that  they, “m ust  reward 

all valid points that  show an engagem ent  with the text  and an appreciat ion of the 

writer 's technique rather than have a set  agenda of item s that  they are looking for.”  

Weaker responses were often lim ited to a sm all num ber of points focusing on 

part icular elem ents within the passage, such as the narrator ’s descr ipt ion of finally 

becom ing conscious, though often providing lit t le or no developm ent . Many 

candidates were able to provide a m ore detailed understanding of how the writer  

unfolds the story from  the init ial confusion of Nando in his sem i-conscious state to 



 

the final realisat ion of the bit ter cold, the extent  of his injur ies and the seriousness 

of their  situat ion. Bet ter answers showed a percept ive and well-developed response 

to the text  with extended com m ents about  the use of im agery to represent  his 

consciousness as being like ‘twilight ’ and ‘pools of light  and shadow.’ Som e answers 

showed a subt le and percept ive understanding of the text , recognising the 

difficult ies of a first  person narrator who is not  fully conscious and does not  know 

what  has happened to him . I t  is this gradual and growing realisat ion that  enables 

the writer to create pathos and em pathy, to develop the character of Roberto 

Cansessa and to build a growing sense of fear and t repidat ion as the reader com es 

to realise just  how close Nando cam e to death and how precarious his chances of 

survival are. Many com m ented on the powerful im agery used throughout  the 

passage, such as the graphic descr ipt ion of the dam age to the plane and of Nando’s 

injur ies, such as ‘torn flaps of insulat ion hung like filthy rags from  holes in the 

bat tered walls. The floor around m e was st rewn with chunks of shat tered plast ic,  

twisted scraps of m etal, and other loose debris’;  this indicates to the reader the 

catast rophic nature of what  has occurred.  Weaker answers were often able to 

select  a sm all num ber of features to com m ent  upon, such as the extensive use of 

direct  speech but  were not  able to recognise that  som e of this internal m onologue 

is being used to port ray Nando’s genuine confusion and incom prehension. Not  all 

candidates were aware of the chronological nature of the narrat ive and its journey 

from  being ent irely internal to a stark connect ion with the realit ies of the outside 

world. However, m ost  did recognise that  Nando is waking up and that  his fr iend 

Roberto Canessa plays a significant  role in his survival. Essent ially the m ost  

successful candidates dem onst rated higher skills of analysis and interpretat ion in 

evaluat ing the writer 's techniques and did so by direct ly and doggedly focusing on 

the quest ion. As has been said before in these reports, linked text  and paraphrase 

does not  const itute an explanat ion. I t  was a feature of bet ter answers that  they 

were m ore able to recognise the change in em ot ions felt  by the writer and created 

for the reader throughout  the passage. They appreciated the shaping of the 

passage as a whole and saw how the passage has a definite st ructure:  from  

darkness into light , from  confusion to awareness. 

 

Sect ion B:  Reading and Writ ing 

 

Quest ion 5 

 

Sect ion B was based upon the pre-prepared text  from  the Edexcel Anthology for  

I nternat ional GCSE English Language and Literature, Clim ate Change:  The Facts,  

and contained an art icle and diagram  intended to inform  the reader about  the issue 

of global warm ing and clim ate change. As a prepared text  alm ost  all candidates 

seem ed to have knowledge of this text . Many candidates were able to com m ent  on 

the art icle and how it  t r ies to put  it s point  across whereas com m ent  about  the 

diagram  was significant ly less well developed, often am ount ing to lit t le m ore than a 

recognit ion of colour sym bolism . Many candidates com m ented upon the use of 

expert  test im ony and upon the FAQ st ructure. Weaker answers often paraphrased 

the argum ent  put  forward by the writer. St ronger responses were those that  

focused on the intended im pact  on the reader and were able to recognise the 

appeal to a non-specialist  reader that  they were then able to explain and support  

with reference to the text .  

 

 



 

Quest ion 6 

 

The writ ing task in Sect ion B was closely related to the reading text  in sect ion B 

and asked candidates to write the text  of their  speech about  the proposal that  

science is the m ost  im portant  subject  taught  in school. The t it le was accessible to 

alm ost  all candidates and produced a wide range of responses. Many wrote about  

the cent rality of science to our m odern lives, m any m aking direct  reference to the 

hardware and software that  is required to m aintain our social networking 

infrast ructure. Weaker responses tended to agree with the proposal and then 

offered a list  of things that  have been m ade out  of plast ic and quest ioning whether 

we are doing as m uch as we should to address this problem . This type of writ ing 

tended to neglect  the needs of the reader or the context  of the task that  was set ,  

m aking lit t le use of any language techniques. Other weak responses were often 

incom plete, lacking in paragraphing or st ructure and com m unicat ing at  a basic 

level, often present ing a very lim ited view of what  science has to offer the world. 

Bet ter responses wrote with a skilful com m and of the language showing a st rong 

abilit y to engage the reader, creat ing em pathy by focusing upon real live people 

and their  encounters with science. The im portance of planning was evident  in those 

bet ter responses which had a clear sense of st ructure and textual cohesion.  

 

Sect ion C:  Writ ing 

 

Quest ion 7 

Candidates were asked to give choose som eone who they regard as being 

rem arkable, and explain why that  is the case. This proved to be accessible to m ost  

candidates, with a wide range of individual being represented. Cent res should note 

that  the writ ing responses and part icular ly the final, 20 m ark quest ion, are 

som et im es not  answered at  all by som e candidates. I t  is vital that  students t im e 

their responses carefully and take note of the m ark tar iff,  giving sect ion C one third 

of the t im e available to them . This quest ion produced a variety of responses. 

Candidates were free to choose their  individual with m any choosing m others and 

grandparents, others choosing sportspeople and m usicians. 

 

Weaker responses were often very br ief and were lim ited in their  abilit y to clear ly 

express their  ideas, often repeat ing a narrow range of views. These answers were 

often lacking in paragraphing and a sense of st ructure, which kept  them  in the 

Level 1 and Level 2 m ark bands. Mid- level responses often used a reasonable 

vocabulary and a developing cont rol of sentence punctuat ion though som et im es 

lacking in a wider vocabulary select ion or in m aking use of other features to create 

textual shape or cohesion. More able responses wrote with im aginat ion and flair  

and were able to ident ify a wide range of character ist ics of their  chosen person, 

som e pract ical, others em ot ional. The best  writ ing showed subt lety and m aturity 

and a cont rol of a wide range of techniques to produce writ ing that  connected 

st rongly with its reader. They were often able to express com plex ideas with clar ity 

in a m anner that  connected st rongly with the intended reader.  

 

Conclusion 

 

Each sect ion above contains specific advice about  what  character ises weaker and 

st ronger candidates. Cent res are st rongly encourages to pract ise responding to 

unseen passages in t im ed condit ions. This will support  students in focusing their  



 

answers on what  the quest ion has asked for and in using their  understanding of 

literary effects as a m eans of addressing the quest ion rather than being seen as an 

end in their  own r ight . The sam e principle applies with regard to studying the 

Anthology texts. The best  pract ice in wr it ing involves t im e m anagem ent  so as to 

respond appropriately to the m ark tar iff and the t im e available. Candidates need to 

focus on developing textual cohesion through effect ive planning, paragraphing and 

st ructur ing their  writ ing. At  all t im es have the intended reader in m ind and m ake 

word level, sentence level and text  level choices with a clear understanding of the 

intended effect . Writ ing should be seen as a crafted artefact  and students should be 

taught  the skills of writ ing with this in m ind, whatever the task m ay be.  

 


